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RECEPTION AND SHOW AT MUSEUM OF 
ART AND CULTURE HONOR WADDELL
MISSOULA—
A reception celebrating the current Montana Museum of Art and Culture exhibit, 
“Theodore Waddell: A Retrospective, 1960-2000,” will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8, in 
the museum’s Henry Meloy Gallery. The public is invited.
The Montana Museum of Art and Culture, located at The University of Montana, was 
formerly known as the Museum of Fine Arts.
The Waddell retrospective runs through March 31 in both galleries of the museum, which 
is located in the University’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. The show features 
more than 80 works spanning the artist’s career, ranging from early abstract painting and 
minimalist sculpture of the 1960s to vividly colored contemporary landscapes.
The Missoula show is the final stop on a tour through Billings, North Dakota and Florida.
Considered one of Montana’s most important contemporary artists, Waddell was bom in 
Billings and raised in Laurel. He earned a bachelor’s degree from then-Eastem Montana College 
(now MSU-Billings) and a Master of Fine Arts degree from New York’s Brooklyn Museum Art 
School before joining UM’s art faculty.
Waddell left UM in 1976 to work full time as a rancher and artist. No longer ranching full 




Drawing on the influences of impressionist and abstract painters like Claude Monet and 
Jackson Pollock, Waddell finds inspiration in the landscapes, livestock and seasons of Big Sky 
Country.
“I’m so grateful for Montana and being a Montanan,” Waddell told the Billings Gazette. “I 
can’t tell you how, exactly, but it has shaped my whole being.”
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